
M

1

2

3

4

TOP STORY

Wael Farouk climbing Mount Everest in
faith, life and music
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any pianists only dream of mastering any one of Rachmaninoff’s piano
works, but it is nearly unheard of to master all three, especially together.

For the first time in the Midwest, Wael Farouk will perform Rachmaninoff’s piano
concerti Nos. 1, 2, and 3 in one evening, April 8. It will be recorded live at 7:30 p.m.
The performance will be available for streaming from April 17 to June 15.

For Farouk — director of keyboard studies, assistant professor of piano and director
of the Carthage Arts Academy at Carthage College — mastering this keyboard
marathon is considered the “Mount Everest” of the piano repertoire.

On many levels, the third and most difficult Rachmaninoff piece mirrors much of
what the musician has endured in his life.

Farouk credits God first and Rachmaninoff second for his piano prowess.

The Egyptian native was born with small hands and shortened ligaments, as well as
other physical disabilities. He still struggles to make a fist and was often told he would
be unable to be a pianist.
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Sergei Rachmaninoff died March 28, 1943, in California and was the last great figure
of the tradition of Russian Romanticism and a leading piano virtuoso of his time. He
is especially noted for his piano concerto pieces, made difficult for most pianists as the
maestro stood 6-foot-6 and was able to span an octave and a half to reach the notes
and master the difficult score.

“I listened to Rachmaninoff perform the concerti for the first time at 12 and I knew I
would play them one day,” Farouk said. “I practiced 16 to 17 hours a day and listened
to the piece several times a day for years.”

Started with toy piano

Farouk got his start when his father purchased a toy piano for his third birthday to
help him improve his hand dexterity; his love of music began that day. He
remembered taking the small piano to bed with him at night because he loved the
instrument so much.

By age 5, Farouk was playing piano in various Coptic Christian churches throughout
Cairo, even giving a performance for the Coptic pope, an achievement that would have
been impossible without his parents’ sacrifice and dedication.

Though he was often told his condition would limit his ability on the piano, Farouk
was the first pianist in history to perform all 98 of Rachmaninoff’s solo piano
compositions within six months.

Accomplishing more than anyone thought possible, Farouk explained that God has
intervened in his life since the very beginning.

“I grew up in a very faithful home. When my parents realized my hand disabilities and
later learned when I was 7 that I have a very severe disability with my eyes and vision,
they always prayed and told me that they trusted that God had a very good reason why
he made me like this, and I am in his hands,” he said. “My family and my faith taught
me that God will never allow evil to hurt me, and that everything will be for the good
and for His glory.

“Psalm 23 became my shield and shelter,” he added. “My wife and I chose it for our
wedding sermon text. As the Scripture says, gold is tested with fire, and God is always
with us: ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.’”

Faced persecution

Being raised a Coptic Christian, Farouk and has family suffered persecution and were
discriminated against in Egypt. It was commonplace, he said, for individuals to be put
in jail because they were Christians.

Before his mother died, she was denied medication, including painkillers, because of
her faith. Thankfully, Farouk said, since a new president was elected in 2015,
Egyptians have a greater quality of life.

Philipp OZOREZ, Secretary General of Aid to the Church in Need (ACN)

“Both of my parents faced a lot of persecution growing up; still they worked very hard
and taught me and my brother to also work hard and no matter what, trust in the
Lord and have faith. Growing up in a poor family and with several physical disabilities
made life even more challenging,” he explained. “There were many incidents where I
was subject to discrimination and persecution due to my faith and my physical
limitations. I was initially turned away from the Cairo Conservatory because of my
small hands, and I was told repeatedly that I would never be able to be a pianist, let
alone attempt to play anything by Rachmaninoff.”

Moving to the U.S was an opportunity for Farouk to begin anew and grow in his faith
and musical ability. Most people have supported him in his quest, he said, but
recently he has experienced discrimination in the United States.

“I have increasingly experienced similar discrimination, injustice and unequal
treatment for many of the same reasons (as in Egypt) and also for speaking up against
those who abuse their power and for standing up for those who have been unfairly
treated or whose voices are not heard,” he said. “There are those who have bullied me,
tried to derail my work, and slandered my character.

“But I know that I will persevere, even if this is a higher, harder, longer and harsher
climb than Everest. Even so, I will always remember that the cornerstone of this great
country, which I am proud to call my adopted country, is the principle and guiding
light of coming to the aid of those who have been wronged and have suffered
discrimination, persecution, and oppression,” he said. “‘Give me your tired, your poor,
your huddled masses yearning to breathe free’: This is what the United States has
always represented to me and my family and to millions around the world.”

Climbing a mountain

Farouk has used the theme of climbing a mountain as his own personal mission,
calling his concert: “Climbing Beyond Everest: 3 Musical Mountains and 3 Systemic
Injustices; Discrimination, Oppression and Persecution.”

“I always love challenges and even seek them out,” he explained. “In a way, challenges
are how I see myself improving and progressing. It is also how I find out more about
myself and how I try to share a message of hope, faith and encouragement.

“That is the power of music,” he said, adding, “This challenge is also a statement —
not only for me but also for all of those who were told that ‘you can’t do this’ or ‘you
don’t belong here’ because of physical limitations or disabilities, or not being from
this or that ethnicity or national origins, or from this or that socio-economic status or
background.

“If I hadn’t experienced in my life all these obstacles and systemic injustices, I
wouldn’t be where I am today — personally, artistically or humanly.”

To see the concert

If you want to see the concert:

Regular price is $40 per household for streaming on demand. To purchase tickets:

Call the Box Office at 630-942-4000, Monday to Saturday from noon to 5 p.m.
Purchase tickets online: https://mpv.tickets.com/schedule/?agency=DUPAGE_MPV&orgid=50389&#/?
event=rachmaninoff&view=list&includePackages=false
Visit the website: https://www.atthemac.org/events/np-rachmaninoff/
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Wael Farouk was born with small hands and shortened ligaments as well as other physical disabilities. He still struggles to make a fist and was often told he
would be unable to be a pianist.
SUBMITTED PHOTO

Email Address Sign up!

E-Edition News Obituaries Opinion Sports Entertainment Lifestyles Buy & Sell SE WI Jobs 18° Fair   Log InWael Farouk climbing Mount Everest in faith, life and music  0 CommentsSHARE THIS

https://www.kenoshanews.com/lifestyles/faith-and-values/wael-farouk-climbing-mount-everest-in-faith-life-and-music/article_ee672167-36f0-5f1b-8b64-cecacd14ee11.html?mode=comments
https://www.kenoshanews.com/news/local/driehaus-estate-sold-for-36-million-a-state-record/article_719a5840-10a1-54d1-9a53-0406c8b9a526.html#tracking-source=in-article-popular
https://www.kenoshanews.com/news/local/police-release-names-of-3-residents-who-died-in-saxony-manor-fire-monday-in-kenosha/article_6e73fef6-46de-524a-b1ff-74d95b6b7296.html#tracking-source=in-article-popular
https://www.kenoshanews.com/news/local/racine-woman-ejected-from-vehicle-killed-in-early-friday-morning-high-speed-crash-on-sheridan/article_fdf87a6d-1a3c-5241-a9c6-e68606df4d5b.html#tracking-source=in-article-popular
https://www.kenoshanews.com/news/local/watch-now-3-dead-after-kenosha-apartment-fire/article_c0679c66-fd01-5cf4-8b8c-a659d5db0759.html#tracking-source=in-article-popular
https://www.kenoshanews.com/news
https://www.kenoshanews.com/sports/college/badgers-live-catch-all-the-action-as-wisconsin-mens-basketball-hosts-michigan-state-spartans/article_c904a093-e157-5637-96cc-5ab71753df13.html
https://dynamic-cdn.openweb.com/yad/adchoice.html
https://www.kenoshanews.com/lifestyles/watch-now-how-to-reduce-your-stress-levels/video_bfd03e6c-827b-589d-9761-060f560f633d.html#tracking-source=article-bottom
https://www.kenoshanews.com/lifestyles/watch-now-sneaking-veggies-into-meals/video_532e24e7-41eb-5e8e-ad03-8fe7c2deddcc.html#tracking-source=article-bottom
https://www.kenoshanews.com/lifestyles/watch-now-sneaking-veggies-into-meals/video_532e24e7-41eb-5e8e-ad03-8fe7c2deddcc.html#tracking-source=article-bottom
https://www.kenoshanews.com/lifestyles/pennywise-episode-46-why-new-changes-to-life-insurance-may-benefit-you-to-buy-right/video_fdbc4a24-c84d-50a6-aee3-b21ea1ee9a43.html#tracking-source=article-bottom
https://www.kenoshanews.com/lifestyles/pennywise-episode-46-why-new-changes-to-life-insurance-may-benefit-you-to-buy-right/video_fdbc4a24-c84d-50a6-aee3-b21ea1ee9a43.html#tracking-source=article-bottom
https://www.kenoshanews.com/lifestyles/health-med-fit/these-essential-oils-are-amazing-for-curly-hair/video_5d21be31-8c3c-5fa5-b604-6b0d818eda7a.html#tracking-source=article-bottom
https://www.kenoshanews.com/lifestyles/health-med-fit/these-essential-oils-are-amazing-for-curly-hair/video_5d21be31-8c3c-5fa5-b604-6b0d818eda7a.html#tracking-source=article-bottom
https://www.kenoshanews.com/users/login/?referer_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kenoshanews.com%2Flifestyles%2Ffaith-and-values%2Fwael-farouk-climbing-mount-everest-in-faith-life-and-music%2Farticle_ee672167-36f0-5f1b-8b64-cecacd14ee11.html
https://www.kenoshanews.com/lifestyles/faith-and-values/wael-farouk-climbing-mount-everest-in-faith-life-and-music/article_ee672167-36f0-5f1b-8b64-cecacd14ee11.html?mode=comments

